
English II: Honors 
Summer Reading 

SUMMER READING LIST AND ASSIGNMENTS FOR HONORS ENGLISH II 

Please note, that you will be reading TWO books for your summer reading and completing 
TWO assignments. 

Required Text 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (1960) 

You are required to read To Kill a Mockingbird. Complete the body biography assignment for To 
Kill a Mockingbird. The body biography is due on the first day of English class. Points will be 
deducted for each day it is late. You will have a test on To Kill a Mockingbird in September. 

To Kill a Mockingbird Summer Reading Assignment 

Choose one character from To Kill a Mockingbird. Complete a body biography of that character on a 
sheet of computer paper or construction paper. Your artistic skills will not be judged, but your body 
biography should be neat and accurate to the story. On your body biography, include the following: 

 • Draw a picture of the character. Your picture should be accurate to the story.  Be sure to leave enough 
room to write inside your character. You may use the body template as a guide. Write his/her full name at 
the top or bottom of your picture. 

 •  In the character’s head, draw/label what he/she thinks or worries about. 

 •  In the character’s heart, draw/label what he/she loves. 

 •  In one of the character’s hands, draw/label one of his/her hobbies. 

 •  On the character’s backbone, draw/label his/her best quality. 

 •  On the character’s left leg, draw/label something or someone who supports the character. 

 • On the character’s right leg, draw/label something that motivates the character. 

 • On the character’s left foot, draw/label your initial impression of the character. 

 •  On the character’s right foot, draw/label your impression of the character by the end of the book. This 
might represent some way that the character has grown. 

 •  Give your character a voice bubble, and include your favorite quotation that your character actually 
says in the book; you want to choose the quotation that represents your character best. 

 •  On the back of your Body Biography, explain in 2-3 complete sentences whether this character is 
static (remains the same) or dynamic (one who changes significantly during the course of the story). 
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Also, choose ONE (1) of the following to read this summer. Nonfiction selections are 
marked with an asterisk (*). 

All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 

*The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 

The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold 

*The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Color Blindness by Michelle Alexander 

Complete the graphic organizer for the choice novel. Please do not choose your book based on 
the length. The longer books are more modern and might be easier for you to read. The graphic 
organizer is due on the first day of English class. Points will be deducted for each day it is late. 
One of your first grades will involve a writing assignment based on To Kill a Mockingbird or the 
choice novel. 

Independent Reading: Thematic Analysis 

Objective:  

● Read actively and independently 
● Determine the theme (central message)  
● Identify the concept of literary theory in an independent reading project 

Essential Questions: 

● How does society define an individual’s identity? 
● How do race, class, gender, and morality shape society? 
● How does society shape race, class, gender, and morality?  

Common Core State Standards: 

● ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

● ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.6: Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience 
reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide 
reading of world literature. 

● ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.10: By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9-10 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
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Directions: Your summer reading assignment is to select a book and analyze how it approaches 
the concepts of either race, class, gender, or morality across different cultures and times in 
history. If you do not know the meaning of these terms, LOOK THEM UP in a dictionary. You 
will not be able to set a focus for your reading or determine a theme if you do not know the 
meaning of these terms.  

Step 1: Select a book to read independently 

We have included a vast list of books to choose from with information about each book to help 
you make your decision. Choose a book based on your interests, but please stick to the list. 

Step 2: Read it 

You have learned many active reading skills over the years. Use them as you read. Take notes, 
highlight passages you like or that make you think. Look up words you don’t know. Be engaged 
in the reading that you do this summer. 

Step 3: Determine the theme your book contains about EITHER race, class, gender, OR 
morality 

According to your book, how are experiences shaped through race, class, gender, or a sense of 
morality? There is no single right answer for any book. Consider how your book answers the 
essential question at the top of this page. Once you have decided what your book demonstrates 
about your chosen topic (race, gender, class, or morality), write that (the theme) at the top of the 
included graphic organizer. 

Step 4: Support the theme in Step 3 with evidence from the novel. 

Using the graphic organizer, PROVE your claim about the book’s theme by finding textual 
evidence that supports the theme and explain HOW each quote is relevant to the message of the 
book. Do not simply restate the quote in your own words; explain how it relates to the theme and 
why it is important. 

Step 5: Be prepared to discuss and write about your novel and its theme in September. 

Your thesis statement for your essay will be based on the theme you develop from the 
reading. 

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER IS DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF ENGLISH CLASS. POINTS 
WILL BE DEDUCTED FOR EACH DAY IT IS LATE. 

YOUR FIRST TEST GRADE WILL INVOLVE A WRITING ASSIGNMENT BASED ON 
THE BOOK YOU HAVE READ. 
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Name: __________________________________ 

Directions: Choose ONE (1) of the following to read this summer. Nonfiction selections are 
marked with an asterisk (*). 

All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 

*The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 
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The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold 

*The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Color Blindness by Michelle Alexander 

Title of Book: _________________________________________________________________  

General rule: Theme = subject + message about the subject  

For this paper: Theme = (race, gender, class, OR morality) + message about that topic 

Think about the following questions and choose the ONE that best applies to your story to help 
guide your theme-based thesis statement. 

● How can society achieve racial equality? 
● How does society define gender? 
● How does class impact one’s point of view? 
● How can we define morality in terms of law, religion, and society? 

 
Write your theme-based thesis statement in the box below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support your theme by using evidence from your book. Find THREE (3) quotes from your 
reading that help support the thesis in the box above. Include the page number of each quote. 
Write an explanation of how the quote supports your thesis statement. 

 

QUOTE EXPLANATION 
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